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WikiLeaks Affects: Ideology, Conflict and the Revolutionary Virtual
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Introduction
The chapter focuses on the public feelings over WikiLeaks, 1 and demonstrates how affect and emotion, in conjunction with digital culture and the social media, enabled shifts in the political. I am using the WikiLeaks controversy, and the storm of public feelings it generated, in order to demonstrate how affective flows can snowball into a revolutionary shift in reality. The order of theoretical sampling and analysis begins with a philosophical discussion of the role of affective structures in mediating the actual and the digital virtual. It then moves on to the interface between ideology and organization in WikiLeaks, as an example of ideological tensions producing affect in relation to that organization. Further, I discuss the interface between hierarchy and networks, such as activist networks against states and global institutions, in order to examine the interfaces between emotion and affect, as the expressive 2 (Shaviro In accordance to nomadic science (Deleuze and Guattari, 1987) , I am poaching concepts from a variety of systems of thought, as I do not adhere to notions of fixed ideological or disciplinary purity. Nevertheless, this approach is necessary to help us theorise how affective structures mediate actual and digital experience, and begin to understand how affective structures of the active and reactive type can have a revolutionary effect in the Deleuzian sense, especially, when digital affect is present as a regular feature of all contemporary history-in-the-making.
Philosophical platform
Affect theory has been used in recent years to 'illuminate the intertwined realms of the aesthetic, the ethical, and the political as they play out across bodies (human and non-human) in both mundane and extraordinary ways' (Gregg and Seigworth, 2010) .
In their introduction to The Affect Theory Reader, Gregg and Seigworth identify no less than six approaches in relation to the emergence of affect theory, summarized briefly here according to my own understanding of their categorization:
phenomenologies of embodiment and investigations into the body's capacities for extensions; the hybridization of human with the non human in bio-informatics and bio-engineering; work found in feminist studies, the Italian autonomism, and philosophically inflected cultural studies; in psycholanalytic inquiries focusing on desire; political work undertaken focusing on people leave under the thumb of normativizing power, by queer, feminist, subaltern and disability activists; and work aiming to move beyond the linguistic and representational (Gregg and Seigworth 2010) .
In my own discussion, the use of affect theory is employed, in order to illuminate the hidden interface between the actual and the digital virtual, as a necessary ontological resolution, before mapping the affective structures involved in the WikiLeaks example. Drawing from Deleuze and Guattari (1987) , Massumi (2002) and Clough (2000; , I argue that the strong active and reactive affective flows directed for or against the two actual personalities, Julian Assange and his organization WikiLeaks, and Bradley Manning as his source, their biographies, and their actions, snowballed eventually beyond the digital virtual to a Revolutionary Virtual, helping to actualize the potential of what are still modernist revolutions in the Middle East, and to inspire postmodern desires across wider revolutionary plateaus, already in the making (for a first glance at the emerging issues in the Middle East, and the role of social media, see Al-Zubaidi et al., 2 May 2011) . 3 Although it is obviously critical to take into account, as the key underlying systemic causes for the revolutions, both the oppression by the regimes in these states, and precarity as a permanent feature in the logic of global capitalism, 4 I argue for the importance of the expressive causes in this process, the affective fabrics and affective structures 5 and flows, which interface between the actual and the digital virtual. It is an interface beyond the semiotic and the representational, which can help us explain how affective flows unite to a collective movement for revolution, resulting eventually to a Revolutionary Virtual. We are now discovering that reality is a collective creation. We are all in the process of thinking in the same network. This has always been the case, but cyberspace renders it so evident that it can no longer be ignored'.
In more practical terms, affecting empirical analysis, Shah and Abraham (2009) in 'Digital Natives with a Cause?' rightly point to false dichotomies and binaries of discourse around technologically-mediated identities with a division of the physical and the virtual, with peer-to-peer networking communities, for example, portrayed to reside only within the digital domain. What is frenzily consumed and produced in social networking sites is discussed only in terms of their online presence, thus neglecting their embodied presence. Shah and Abraham argue that such vision in dangerous and futile: 'It is necessary to overcome the physical-virtual dialectic when speaking of Digital Natives and to consider them as techno-social identities who straddle, like Donna Haraway's cyborgs, the realms of the physical and the virtual simultaneously' (ibid).
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The digital virtual poses challenges to the actual world, through the Deleuzian virtual, as the place of potentiality, which encompasses the revolutionary window for change, in the sense of movement, affect and sensation, as described by Massumi in his
Parables for the Virtual. 6 Massumi understands emotion as subjective, the sociolinguistic fixing of the quality of an experience, qualified intensity into semiotically formed progressions, into narrativizable action reactions circuits.
Emotion is intensity and by that Massumi means affect, which is owned and recognized (2002: 28). As Shaviro helpfully notes: 'Subjects are overwhelmed and traversed by affect, but they have or possess their own emotions ' (2010: 3) . What occurs with our interaction with contemporary media is operating beyond the representational, beyond the semantic and semiotic level, so it is not emotion, but affect that is our socio-technical subjectivity's response to the digital environment. As
Clough argued in relation to television, '[r]ather than calling for the subject's unconscious identification through a narrative representation, television hopes for a continuous body-machine attachment' (Clough, 2000: 70 (Massumi, 2002: 30) .
What are then these affective structures of the virtual? For Massumi, the levels at play could be multiplied to infinity: already mentioned are mind and body, but also And elsewhere: 'Adding strategy to sense -i.e. adding power to knowledge -begins to explain how "time is auto-affection" (Deleuze, 1986 : 114-15 quoted in Lampert, 2006 . But to turn auto-affective time into history, we need to add the third category of outsideness, namely the fold, the "inside of the outside" (Deleuze, 1986: 104 quoted in Lampert, 2006: 110 Governments, movements or social media in the centre of emotional turmoil and on the surface of ephemeral politics, are engaged through affective structures in enabling and disabling this revolutionary virtual. Thus, it is becoming less and less necessary to experience actuality first, before the potential for revolution is felt and materialized.
The digital virtual is becoming more and more necessary for the revolutionary virtual to materialise than the necessity of the actual. The digital virtual then becomes in a characteristically Baudrillardian (1994) turn, more real, than the reality it simulates, and thus enables the transformation of the Deleuzian virtual into the Revolutionary Virtual.
WikiLeaks as an Organization
WikiLeaks was libertarian, but I have enough expertise in politics and history to understand that a free market ends up as monopoly unless you force them to be free. WikiLeaks is designed to make capitalism more free and ethical' (Greenberg 19 November 2010) . Assange himself is arguing that there is 'a deliberate attempt to redefine what we're doing not as publishing, which is protected in many countries, or the journalist activities, which is protected in other ways, as something which doesn't have a protection, like computer hacking, and to therefore split us off from the rest of the press and from these legal protections' 11 (ibid.). Despite Assange's effort to distance WikiLeaks from the hacker movement, in order to promote it as a publishing outlet with the legal cover that provides, it is obvious that it has had a wide influence on Assange's own ideology. Therefore, add to libertarianism the baggage of free culture, hacker culture where Assange is coming from, and you have the ideology of many plateaus and systems of thought ranging from liberal, to libertarian to elements of anarchist thought and free culture all really comfortably attuned to what has been called information age ideologies.
The free culture movement and hacker culture encompass different types of ideology:
some political, others apolitical, some truly revolutionary in both philosophy and practice and others less so, which have been examined extensively especially over the last decade (Castells, 2001; Weber, 2004; Lovink, 2007; Taylor and Jordan, 2004; Raymond, 2001; Williams, 2002) . There seems to be an issue with attaching any online collaborative project, whether it would be a software project, a free culture offering, or a social media-enabled protest movement to a specific ideology. One the one hand, there are ideologues who deliberately seek to realise the revolutionary potential of technology and enhance the effects in the political economic, social and cultural process to change the system as a whole, such as the ideology of free/libre software movement (Stallman 2009 ). Nevertheless, often, the commercial viability of a project means that the ideology of activism is played down to create focus on the value of the product offered. In this sense free-software was revamped as open-source to dissociate from the ideological components 12 (ibid.). Currently, ideology is often mixed with activism, with activist entrepreneurs and entrepreneurial activists, an obvious example would be China and social activism mixing with internet companies, and riding the band wagon of activism to attract more hits on commercial sites for profit purposes (Yang 2009; Karatzogianni, 10 March 2010) .
There is a wide ideological spectrum in information age ideologies, ranging from neoliberalism to cybercommunism, to libertarianism and to anarchist thought. In a way, ideology is almost transferred through those old lenses of the traditional political thought and applied to the political economy, culture and society of the digital virtual.
In The Politics of Cyberconflict (2006) , I argued that in many ways although the medium is postmodern, the aims and desires are still of the modernist variety. The groups engaging in cyberconflicts are still fighting for power, participation, democracy, but are using an accelerated process and a postmodern medium that enables asymmetries, empowering the previously marginalised or repressed, causing shifts in our understanding of identity and community, accelerating feelings and political attachments to foster unprecedented social and political change. The internet encourages networked organization and mobilization, a version of the commons that is ungoverned and ungovernable, either by corporate interests or by leaders and parties. We have seen the empirical confirmation of this trend to include social networking in the revolutions currently taking place in the Middle East. Some of these groups, which are informed by a more postmodern reading of ideology are calling for the transfer of some of the features of the digital virtual to the actual world, and they are doing this by mixing and matching several elements of traditional political thought to express this affect for change. It seems that WikiLeaks is part of that creed.
Organizational Tensions
In close proximity to problems stemming from the ideological platform are organizational problems in FLOSS communities, which have been discussed extensively (Dyer-Witherford, 1999; Weber, 2004 , Benkler, 2006 Karatzogianni and Michaelides 2009) . Assange admitted that the growth of WikiLeaks was too rapid to allow for adjustments in organizational terms. This is where the initial failure to support Manning with funds, or to respond to global attacks actual, mediated or digital can be partially explained.
We know from social movement theory (Snow et al. 1980: 790-797) , that the fewer and weaker the social ties to alternative networks, the greater the structural availability for movement participation and, movements which are linked to other groups expand at more rapid rate than more isolated and closed movements (Snow et al. 1980: 790-797 officially meant to be representing and with its dealings with other protagonists, its base of supporters; its inability to address the issues as they were arising, due to organizational tensions; a too broad and confused ideological platform that could not reconcile ideology, philosophy, and organisation of the founding organization with the more centralized approach, whereby the personality focused on its leader, Julian Assange, his personal life story, and his trouble with the sexual assault charges in Sweden.
Media Movements and Radical Politics
Can one make a wild wager that the dynamics of postmodern capitalism, with its rise of new eccentric communities, provides a new opportunity here? That, perhaps for the first time in history, the logics of alternative communities can be grafted on to the latest stage of technology? (Žižek, 2004) I Evident in the anti-globalization and the anti-capitalist movements which are networked is an alternative programme for the reform of society, asking for democracy and more participation from the 'underdogs', be they in the West or in the developing world. In the anti-war movement, which is a single-issue movement, the demand was for a change in power relations, in favor of those that believed the war to be unjustified. In new social movements, networking through the internet links diverse communities such as labour, feminist, ecological, peace and anti-capitalist groups, with the aim of challenging public opinion and battling for media access and coverage. This is enabling civil society actors to the extent that a reformatting of politics is taking place (Dean, Anderson and Lovink, 2006) . It is at the interface, the spectrum and the clash between hierarchies and networks that revolutionary change occurs. In complexity theory terms, this happens when a system is at the edge of chaos. It is herein that networks/rhizomes fight against hierarchies/arborescent systems to disrupt the closure of space in the global system in the fields of governance, knowledge production, digital culture and the mediated public sphere (Karatzogianni and Robinson 2010) .
Affective Structures Overflow and the Spirit of Resistance
The reactions to the WikiLeaks in terms of content, but more importantly I think in terms of what the organization itself stands for, are swamped by strong feelings and by intense flows of affect, which eventually over-spilled to cause revolutionary change in countries in the Middle East and the potential of more change elsewhere.
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If you are to discuss the psycho-political formations digital movements and antagonistic organizations tap into, you only have to look at the reactions to the WikiLeaks saga: Authoritarian leaders urging their subjects not to listen to Assange portraying him as a western stooge; liberal democratic governments talking of threats to national security and fear for soldiers' lives; the call by mainstream conservatives in the US for Assange to be trialled as a traitor and executed; in other left wing and radical quarters to be treated as a hero and an icon for the digital revolution for some, and criticism regarding his leadership style, for not being accountable, decentralized or rhizomatic enough for others.
The feelings which are at stake are entangled in the media narratives created around Assange and Manning. An analysis of the affective structures involving the biographies of both protagonists in this story, and how these affected their portrayal in the global media should be briefly discussed here. During all this affective razzmatazz, the source of the leaks, Bradley Manning, is equally a cause for even more affect, instigating a stir of public feelings since he is a gay soldier, who turned hacker, who subsequently turned into a disobedience actor with a moral consciousness, reminiscent of other whistle-blowers, such as Daniel Ellsberg, who has defended both him and Assange. Manning had a lonely childhood of displacement (not as extensive as that of Assange who changed 37 schools) and homophobia, and he also found in the hacker culture a community to belong, very much following a unsuccessful attempt at belonging in the military. His psychological state when he found another hacker to communicate his anxieties, who turned him to the authorities, speaks volumes of his naivety, helplessness, confusion and his bravery in overcoming all these:
Manning: if you had unprecedented access to classified networks 14 hours a day 7 days a week for 8+ months, what would you do? ive been so isolated so long… i just wanted to be nice, and live a normal life… but events kept forcing me to figure out ways to survive… smart enough to know whats going on, but helpless to do anything… no-one took any notice of me. 
Conclusion
This chapter takes the WikiLeaks as an empirical example from where to explore the Revolutionary Virtual, which Routledge and Simons describe as 'revolutionary moments of politics that can be most appropriately described as spiritual moments'.
Spiritual because they are manifestation of an inner experience which is felt during these are the irreducible moments 'when people are willing to risk their lives while resisting oppressive power', so Routledge and Simons 'focus on moments of resistance' and not in the political movements within they frequently occur, because they believe that 'they cannot be tamed by co-option or coercion ' (1995: 472) .
Meanwhile, 'spirits of resistance are tamed intellectually by turning the poetry of transgression into the prose of rationality…On one level, an effort is made to explain the action of those engaged in resistance in terms of instrumental rationality ' (ibid. 475 4 See Neilson and Rossiter, 2008 , for an insightful account of precarity and its conceptual centrality for social struggles in Europe. 5 Wissinger who interviewed models and fashion professionals to understand how affective systems operate, has argued that the flow between bodies, released in social interaction, are being picked up and circulated in processes of capitalist production.
She believes that the concept of affect resolves some of the difficulties encountered when contemplating complexities of the postmodern body: 'Viewed as an affective system, the body is understood as more than a mere product of meaning systems or of how it is represented; the concept of affect also encompasses the flows of energies that move in and through them' (Wissinger, 2007: 253) .
editable "wiki" site and still uses MediaWiki as the content management system, but has progressively moved towards a more traditional publication model, and no longer accepts either user comments or edits' (wikipedia). global group of people with a long-standing dedication to the idea of a free press and the improved transparency in society that comes from this. The group includes accredited journalists, software programmers, network engineers, mathematicians and others…. Our track record shows we go to great lengths to bring the truth to the world without fear or favour. The great American president Thomas Jefferson once observed that the price of freedom is eternal vigilance. We believe the journalistic media plays a key role in this vigilance.
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11 It is worth noting that new media platforms, such as Twitter are eager not to be seen as publishers, but as software tools, in order to avoid legal suits stemming from their users' content. OpenLeaks, which forked from WikiLeaks is similarly eager to be in the non-publisher category for obvious reasons.
12 Althusser (1970) on his part, has also written that the most ideological gesture of all is denying that something is ideological.
13 'In software engineering, a project fork happens when developers take a legal copy of source code from one software package and start independent development on it, creating a distinct piece of software'. 
